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1. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



ISI Box No. I 
El Box No. 

□ Box No. 

□ Box No. IV 
IS Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 
^ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the International application 

Certain observations on the International application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority flPEA-) However this does not a^^^^ 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen "P^A ^^^s notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1 Ws(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion Is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. tfje aPP«cant is in^^^^^ 

submit to the I PEA a written reply together, where appropriate, wrth ^^^^^Jj^^'f:^^^ 

months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pnonty date. 

whichever expires later. 
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For further options, see Form PCTyiSAS20. 

For further details, see notes to Forni PCT/ISAfi20. 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translaUon from the original language into Jie following 
language . which is the language of a translation furnished fbr the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of fiiingyfumishing: 

□ contained in the intemational application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andA)r table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 

^ 13 The following document has not been furnished: 

H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43Ws.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43Ws.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

o □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
has been found invalid (Rules 43/j/s.I and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the intemational 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



\, Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 



3-5,8,9 
1,2,6,7.10-12 



1-12 
1-12 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. Vlli Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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pe Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucii statement 



1 The following reasoned statement is made notwitlistanding tlie clarity objections 
raised in Item Vlli (see paragraplis 6-9, below). 



2 Reference is made to the followng documents: 

D1 : US 2003/01 1 5695 A1 
D2: US 3927435 A 



3 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 1s not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

3.1 A brushhead assembly attachment system (1 64) for a power toothbrush (1 60), 
wherein the power toothbrush (126) includes a handle (162) to which a 
bmshhead assembly (165) is removably attached, the handle having a receiving 
portion (see figure 14), the brushhead attachment system (164) comprising:a 
brushhead assembly (165), which includes a force conversion assembly (see 
figure 14), adapted for mating with the receiving portion of the handle, including a 
mounting shaft (see figure 14) on which is positioned a bristle unit (see paragraph 
61 , line 5) for bmshing teeth, wherein the force conversion assembly is adapted 
and ananged to convert a driving force into a movement of the mounting shaft to 
move the bristle unit in a manner to accomplish cleansing of the teeth, wherein the 
attachment system (1 64) includes a first connection arrangement (1 78, see also 
figure 13) between the force conversion assembly and the receiving portion of the 
handle for preventing rotational movement of the brushhead assembly relative to 
the handle; wherein the forcie conversion assembly further Includes at least one 
engaging member (1 74) which, when the brushhead assembly is operatively 
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positioned in the receiving portion, extends at least partially into an opening (1 76) 
in the receiving portion of the handle, which tends to prevent translational 
movement of the brushhead assembly relative to the handle during operation of 
the toothbrush; wherein the attachment system is configured and arranged such 
that the brushhead assembly is removed from the handle or inserted into the 
handle linearly, directly toward and away from the handle, without rotation of the 
brushhead assembly being necessary to tighten the brushhead assembly onto the 
handle or loosen it therefrom. 



The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
corresponding independent claims 10 and 12, which therefore are also considered 
not new. 



Dependent claims 2-9 and 1 1 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
POT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see documents D1 and D2 and 
the corresponding passages cited in the search report. 



Re Hem VIII 

Certain observations on the International application 



6 Although claims 1 , 1 0 and 1 2 have been drafted as separate independent claims, 
they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each 
other only with regarel to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is 
sought and in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject- 
matter. The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not 
meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

7 Certain terms used to describe some features of claim 1 , ie, "force conversion 
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assembly", "mounting shaft", "first connection arrangemenf , "engaging member" 
and "opening" are not referred to in the description using the same terminology. 
Claim 1 is therefore not supported by the description as required by Article 6 PCT. 



8 Claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for 
which protection is sought is not clearly defined. The last 5 lines of claim 1 attempt 
to define the subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved, rather than in 
terms of technical features necessary and sufficient to achieve such a result. 

9 Any amended set of claims submitted to the EPO under Chapter 2 PCT should 
Include a single independent claim taking into account the observations in 
paragraphs 6-8 above. 
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